Last orders in The Humbert 
Thursday, 31 August 2006 10:28 
Last orders in The Humbert 
Michael Duffy
ONE of the most iconic public houses in Mayo is to close its doors for the last time on Sunday night amid demands from the Castlebar public that an attempt be made to maintain its historical façade and interior.
The Humbert Inn on Main Street, Castlebar has been a haven of hospitality for the county town for close on 200 years, but last year proprietor John Connaughton took the decision to sell the property and well-known Castlebar developer Tony Gaughan purchased the building and now intends to construct a retail/apartment development on the central site. 
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END OF AN ERA Kate Hegarty, manageress of the Humbert Inn and John Connaughton, proprietor pictured outside the famous pub on Main Street, Castlebar.  

This decision taken by Mr Gaughan has been met with ‘anger, dismay and disbelief’ by many people in Castlebar as stated by Humbert regular, Karen Conway.
“All anyone has to do is take a look at the Castlebar website to see the amount of people who are upset at the impending closure of the Humbert and the fact that the developer does not seem to want to maintain any of this historical old building. Public opinion has stated a desire to at least retain the look of the existing bar and possibly use it as a restaurant, a wine bar or even a new tourist office for the town.”
The Mayor of Castlebar, Cllr Brendan Heneghan, said that the Humbert was ‘close to many people’s hearts’ in Castlebar and while a decision had been taken to close it as a public house, every effort should be made by both the Council and the developer to maintain some parts of what he feels is ‘one of the most historical buildings in Ireland’.
“It must not be forgotten that French General Jean Humbert with his second in command General Sarrazin located their headquarters within the building during the United Irishmen’s rebellion of 1798. Humbert is now synonymous with Castlebar and that connection has be maintained. 
“The developer bought the property to develop the site obviously but I believe a lot of the public are concerned that a bulldozer will come in and just knock the whole building.”
Cllr Heneghan also told The Mayo News that he had checked whether or not the building was ‘listed’ but he was informed by Castlebar Town Council Town Clerk, Marie Crowley, that the building was only considered to be of ‘local interest’ and listed buildings need to be of ‘regional importance’.
It has been rumoured in Castlebar over the last number of months that a bookmakers, Boyle Sports, are to locate on the Humbert site but Cllr Heneghan said attempts should be made to try and maintain the interior rough cut stone walls, arches, Liscannor stone floor and façade that are over fifty years old.
“I’m sure the Council will consider the application before them on its merits but I am also sure that my fellow councillors will be receiving representations from members of the public with regard to the developments at the Humbert site over the next few weeks.”
Current proprietor, John Connaughton, a resident of Breaffy, took over the running of the The Humbert in 1994 with his wife Helena but unfortunately Helena passed away in 2004. 
As Karen Conway states, everyone fondly remembers the ‘beautiful smile and laughter’ which Helena brought to the Humbert. 
“Her picture proudly stands within the bar that she so tirelessly worked in; her beautiful smile, ever present laugh and gentle ways will always be remembered by those who had the honour to meet with or work with her.”
The premises has changed hands many times over the years, more recent owners including Tom Council, the Moran family and John Connaughton and one of the major lasting legacies which the Humbert will leave to Castlebar is a musical one.
Everything from traditional sessions to industrial rock has been catered for and the most historically famous of these bands has to be ‘General Humbert’ who consisted of John Donegan, Shay Kavanagh, Stephen Dunford, Ruairi Somers and Mary Black, who went on to international stardom as a solo singer.   
As Karen Conway explains, Mary Black’s brother Mick was working with the then ‘P and T’ in Castlebar and informed a group of Humbert musicians including Frank O’Reilly and John Hoban that he ‘had a sister that could sing a bit and would they be interested if she sang with them’. 
“Attempts were made to bring about a reunion before The Humbert’s closure, but it transpired that due to differing work commitments, at least six months’ notice would be required and this is being considered in the future. Since then other Humbert bands have received fame through recording contracts including ‘Smile’,‘Curlisduane’ and Sligo band ‘The Marbles’,” added Ms Conway, who admits whatever the future holds for The Humbert Inn, its last weekend under the command of ‘General John Connaughton’ will be a musical filled celebration which John has requested to end quietly on its last closing time on Sunday night next.  
“It will be an emotional time for both punters, staff and the owner, an end of an era no matter what the future holds, so it is important that it is understood that the bar will be closing promptly on the last night,” states Ms Conway. 
Kicking off the weekend of reminiscence and celebration will be bands ‘Hammer Duck’ and ‘What’s New Pussycat’ at 9.30pm on Thursday, August 31 while there will also be live music on Friday night. 
On Saturday, Dennis McCalmont gets things going at 8pm followed by ‘Liebido’, ‘Joker Mouse’, ‘Alternative Route’ aka Lee and Con, ‘Furious George,  ‘Agiven’, ‘Curlisduane’ and ending with ‘Vinyl’ aka ‘Jagged Rocks’. 
On the final day of trading, Sunday September 3, a trad session featuring local musicians including The Kilkenny Brothers, Bernard Joyce, Zane Joyce and others will commence at 6pm followed by an acoustic session with Westport’s Ricky Barr and Mick Kelly. The night ends with a performance by Humbert legends Frank Durcan and Noel Davitt, complete with guests and the last ever performance of the mythical ‘Humbert Gospel Choir’. It should be a weekend not to be missed. 

Both John Connaughton and his sister-in-law and manageress, Kate Hegarty, wish to sincerely thank all their staff and customers who have supported them over the past 12 years. They wish everyone all the very best for the future and appreciate the wonderful memories of the past. No doubt all who have called into The Humbert Inn over the years either for food, drink, music or just a chat, will wish them the same and all will be familiar with the words on a piece of Humbert memorabilia hanging in the bar courtesy of artist Alan Geraghty,  ‘The Humbert Inn, The Way Things Should Be!’. 

