Hudson Lowe’s sad end

In 1825 Lowe became commander of British forces in Ceylon. After returning to England in 1831, he petitioned the government for an office in recognition of his services. But O’Meara’s and others’ uncontradicted lies had done their work, and Lowe was not given a high post. Neither was he given a pension. In 1842 the King of Prussia advanced Lowe to the First Class of the Red Eagle of Prussia, recalling his “signal services to the common cause in the glorious campaigns of 1813-14.” (8) The next year Lowe was belatedly given the Grand Cross of St. Michael and St. George.

Hudson Lowe died on January 10, 1844 in relative poverty at the age of 74 (he was born July 28, 1769, making him two-and-a-half weeks older than Napoleon). He was buried in the crypt of St. Mark’s Church, North Audley Street, London. St. Mark’s is no longer used as a church and is generally kept locked (judging from this slide show, it has a lovely interior). According to Friedman, Lowe’s grave has never been located; only a plaque remains on the church wall, citing his burial. (9)

